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asserted that it was God in person who,
having become a man, had founded their
church. According to this Hebraic tradition,
th8 dignity of man did not lie in being a
mind (which he undoubtedly is) but in being
a creature materially highly favoured, with
a longer life and a brighter destiny than other
creatures in the world. It is remarkable how
deep, in the Hebraic religions, is this interest
in material existence ; so deep that we are
surprised when we discover that, according
to the insight of other races, this interest is
the essence of irreligion. Some detachment
from existence and from hopes of material
splendour has indeed filtered into Chris-
tianity through Platonism. Socrates and
his disciples admired this world, but they
did not particularly covet it, or wish to live
long in it, or expect to improve it; what
they cared for was an idea or a good which
they found expressed in it, something outside
it and timeless, in which the contemplative
intellect might be literally absorbed. This
philosophy was no less humanistic than that
of the Jews, though hi a less material fashion :
if it did not read the universe in terms of
thrift, it read it in terms of art. The pursuit